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What do we expect of a

War Memorial?



Different War Memorials of WWI in Germany 
source: https://segu-geschichte.de/kriegerdenkmal/

heroic patriotic

aggressive mourning



Wilhelm Lehmbruck: The Fallen 1915 Bronze 

(Wilhelm Lehmbruck Museum Duisburg)
https://artinwords.de/wilhelm-lehmbruck-werk-leben/

The fallen: individual expression of feeling hopeless



https://www.museenkoeln.de/portal/bild-der-woche.aspx?bdw=1998_27  

Edward Kienholz: Portable War Memorial, 1969, Museum Ludwig, Köln

Criticism on War: impossible to connect war and daily life



Quelle:https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Holocaust-Mahnmal_Berlin_2006.jpg

Peter Eisenman: Holocaust-Memorial Berlin 2005
2711 stelae: space of depressing silence or picnic ground?





Queen Elizabeth II visits a Tower of London art installation of red ceramic poppies at 

Rememberence Day of WWI

Red Poppies: 

Symbols of

Hope





Transforming a War Memorial of WW1 

into a Peace Monument

• general criticism on war: war is not heroic but 

destructive and full of suffering

• connected to world history and memory

• could be portable, not bound to one place

• space of silence so we can be connected with our

inner memories

• expressing hope and peace

• transience: poor, non-lasting materials

• work in progress (never finished)



What is our

Peace Memorial going to be like?

• environment of ca. 100 plaster cube objects (each cube

7cmx7cmx7cm big)

• 50 plaster cubes combined with red poppies

(= symbols of hope)

• 50 plaster cubes combined with individual symbols of

destruction or memory

Everybody is going to build one cube of hope and one cube

of destruction or memory. So you first have to find a symbol

of destruction or memory you can combine with the cube.



Let‘s begin!


